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1 
DISCOURSE 


The 10" and 21* WERSES 


OF THE 


Third Chapter of GENESsIs. 


My BELovzp, 


A INCE the formation of this globe 
on which we reſide, it has been 
the conſtant employment of the 
Devil to ſubvert true religion; ſome- 

times by ſtratagem and deceit, and at other 
times by open affault and perſecution. He 
practiſed the former upon our firſt parents, 
alas, with too much ſucteſs! for while 
they were enjoying uninterrupted pleaſure 
in a moſt delightful paradiſe, innocent and 
unſuſpicious of approaching danger, they 
were ſeduced, by his deluſive arguments, 
to diſobey the command of their Creator ; 
by which they forfeited their charter to the 
fruitful garden in which they were placed, 
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ED | 
and became exiles in a deſart, barren, and 
uncultivated world. This ought to con- 
vince their deſcendants of the propriety and 
fieceſſity of that pathetical caution, © watch 


and pray, that ye enter not into tempta- 
5 en 


The Devil maintains a perpetual war 
with innocence and peace, righteouſneſs 
and truth. He is an old, experienced, and 
cunning deceiver, that can ſuit his'tempta- 
tions to the different education, complexion, 


and inclination of every individual : but 


this he conſiders as tedious drudgery, catch- 
ing but one at once; ahd, therefore, he 
makes error the great engine of deſtruction, 
by which he brings to his mfernal abodes, 
the inhabitants of whole' kingdoms, and 
their ſucceſſive generations: this error is 
frequently and ſucceſsfully ſupported by 
wolves in ſheeps' cloathing, who are fi 

properly qualified and inſtructed, and after- 
wards advanced to deceive and delude the 
people: ſome aſſert one ſyſtem of doctrines 
to be religion and truth, another the re- 
verſe of it; till princes and ſtates are in- 
volved in diſputes about the truth or falſhood 
of ſuch principles, as are of no manner, of 
importance to religion: the Devil lurks be- 
hind the curtain, and rejoices to ſee man- 
kind worry and devour one another in his 
| | quarrel, 


„ 
quarrel; Happy, thrice happy, we of the 


Roman-catholick religion, who have an in- 
fallible head to define our faith and regulate 
our practice; one that is too wile to err, 
and too juſt to deceive : while the reſt of 
Chriſtendom are left to brawl in endleſs 
diſputes, that rend and divide the church ; 
and bewilder themſelves in error and dark- 
neſs, without an umpire to decide the con- 
troverſy. 


Our thrice gloriöus CufIEFTAIN, who 
ſo lately honoured this kingdom with his 
preſence, under the guiſe of native good- 
neſs and generoſity of temper, propoſed in 
his declaration, to protect the Church of 
England, ' and to grant an indulgence to 
ſcrupulous conſciences. But this piece of 
chriſtian policy had been ſo often practiſed 
in the reigns of the four kings of Scotch 
extraction, that. the Engliſh could not be 

rſuaded to ſwallow the bait, and the 
fiealing charitable ſcheme of our - prince 
was quite fruſtrated. The Engliſh remem- 
bered alſo, when the moſt humble, remon- 
{trance was made to queen Mary the firſt, 
after ſhe aſcended the throne, to remind 
her of her ſolemn promiſe © to protect the 
« church as it was eſtabliſhed by her brother,” 
the anſwer that was given was, * that fub- 


« jets muſt not preſume to preſcribe rules 
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ce of government to princes ; and that her 
« majeſty would keep no faith with here- 
ce tics”. So that in our late glorious at- 
tempt we had nothing to depend upon but 
the ſword; and if that had fucceeded, by 
this time we might have given the Engliſh 
terms of life, liberty, religion, and proper- 
ty, as they now give us. 


My BFxLoveD, 

True religion, ever ſince the creation of 
the world, has, at ſome periods, flouriſhed 
in ſunſhine and proſperity ; but, anon, has 
been involved in perfecution and adverſity, 
and obſcured in clouds and darkneſs. 


The latter is, at preſent, its unhappy lot 
in this your native country: and, there- 
fore, it highly becomes every one in his 
reſpective ſtation, but more efpecially thoſe 
who are intruſted with the oracles of truth, 
to exert their utmoſt endeayours to preſerve 
ſome ſeeds of thoſe holy doctrines, and 
that form of diſcipline, which have been 
handed down by the pious care of the pre- 
deceſſors of his preſent Ho1.iness; if perad- 
venture a more fayourable conjuncture may 
happen, when they may again revive, and, 
by a proper cultivation, ſpring * and 
grow to maturity. 


T hs 
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The TOoLERATION is fo great an evil, 
that we deteſt the very name as the worſt 
word that ever was compoſed out of the 
alphabet. Thoſe ſcrupulous heretics that 
have ſheltered themſelves under it, have at 
all times been the great obſtacles to the 
progreſs of our cauſe and religion. In En- 
gland, at this very hour, vaſt numbers of 
Quakers, Independents, Preſbyterians, Ana- 
baptiſts, Methodiſts, and others, are, by 
the ToLERATION, fully exempted from 
the penal laws which were made to reſtrain 
them. And it is not the leaſt part of our 
own unhappineſs, that we allo are forced 
to take ſhelter under it, in company with 
thoſe "oy 6 ſes, that have, from time im- 
memoria been our moſt inveterate ene- 
mies. Indeed, in the reigns of thoſe reli- 
gious princes, James the firſt, Charles the 
firſt, Charles the ſecond, and James the 
ſecond, no TOLERATION could ever be ob- 
tained, but when it was to deliver the pro- 
feſſors of the holy Catholic Religion from 
ſuch penal laws as had been —. 4 in pre- 
ceding reigns to obſtruct its progreſs. 


| There is, indeed, a part of the members 
of the church of Eng land, who ought not, 
I think, to be ſtig ned with the name 
of Heretics ; for in their cathedral worſhip, 
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they come ſo near our own, except in a 
few particulars, that though a little chaſ- 
tiſement might be of ſervice to them, yet 
it would be too ſevere utterly to diſown 
them. That they are under the influence 
of ſome erroneous principles muſt be ac- 
knowledged ; for while they curſe the 
Toleration and thoſe who ſkreen them- 
ſelves under it, they are not aware that 
they imprecate the ſame curſes upon them- 
ſelves: for we know, that thoſe who difſent 
from their eſtabliſhment,, have a -much 
better right to diſſent, than hey had 70 diſ- 
ſent from us. But let us for once charita- 
bly ſuppoſe, that their enmity againſt the 
Toleration and the diſſenters, is a ſympton 
of penitential ſorrow for their unnatural 
diſſention from their holy mother; who 
ought not, therefore, to caſt them off fi- 
nally; but rather exerciſe her indulgent 


tenderneſs, by receiving them again into 
her favour and communion. 


But notwithſtanding the efforts of a few 
friends, who ſtill retain a favourable opini- 
on of our worſhip and diſcipline, the main 
body of the church of England, and, eſ- 
pecially, the dignined clergy, are, at pre- 
ſent, ſnch ee defenders of the right 

f private fig ment; and the lany, by wb 
ing ſukeredt to 1bie in the mother 
tongue, 


ay 9. 
tongue, have imbibed ſo ſtrange a notion 
of the reaſonableneſs and duty of worſhip- 
ing GOD according to the dictates of con- 
ſcience, that the ToLERAT1oN ſeems like- 
ly to be an everlaſting eſtabliſhment in 
this benighted and reprobate iſland. 


From that part of Moszs's hiſtory which 
I have read to you, many uſeful obſervations 
might be made, 


Firſt, I might enlarge upon the reaſons 
why GOD prohibited Apam and Eve 
eating the fruit of the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil. One might poſſibly be, 


that it ſhould ſtand as a teſt of their obedi- 


ence; but the principal reaſon certainly 
was, a gracious and paternal care of their 
ſafety and preſervation, the fruit being pre- 
judicial to their bodily health, as may be 
reaſonably inferred from the 3d verſe, © leſt 
6 ye die”. And theſe two reaſons of the 
prohibition include the motives which in- 
duced the malicious Devil to tempt our 
firſt parents to diſobey. 


Secondly, I might alſo obſerve to you, 
that the Devil was a Jiar from the begin- 
ning; for he tells Eve in the fourth verſe, 
* ye ſhall not ſurely die; and in the fifth 
verſe, wickedly introduces the true GOD, 
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as a witneſs to his prevarication, * For 
** GOD doth know,“ &c. 


In the fixth verſe, Mosts informs us, 
what were the prevailing motives which 
induced Eve to comply with the tempta- 
tion of the Devil. Furſt, She was govern- 
ed by appetite, inſtead of that faith which is 
productive of obedience : © She ſaw that 
the tree was good for food.“ Secondly, 
pleaſure was another motive to her con- 
ſent ; © the fruit was pleaſant to the eye.” 
And, Thirdly, we may obſerve, that even 
before the fall, Eve ſeems to be tinctured 
with a little pride; for tho' the dere of 
Wiſdom is the laſt motive mentioned, it is 
not the leaſt that influenced her to diſobey; 
The tree was deſirable to make one 
© wiſe”: And it is worth notice, that in 
theſe three inſtances of frailty the fair ſex 
mare been diſtinguiſhed to this very day. 

85 9 


Thirdly, In the fixteenth verſe, Moszs 
tells us, that, for the time to come, Eve 
was expreſſly enjoined ſubjection to her 
huſband: “ Thy deſire ſhall be to thy 
* huſband, and he ſhall rule over thee”. 
What regard Eve paid to this injunction 
Mosrs does not inform us; and, therefore, 


it is but duty in us to ſuppoſe, that ſhe was 
| obedient, 
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obedient, Her female deſcendants, however, 
do not ſeem to think themſelves univer- 
fally bound by this command; many of 
them pleading, by way of exemption, that 
they are wiſer, and, conſequently, more fit 
to govern, than thoſe to whom they have 
joined themſelves in holy matrimony. But 
how the domineering wives in the chriſ- 
tian world can diſpenſe with the ſolemn 
vor of obedience, which they entered into 
at their marriage, without an indulgence 
from his HoLINESsS, I cannot at all diſco- 
ver. 


But, as in a ſhort diſcourſe, I ſhall not 
have time to deſcend to all theſe particu- 
lars, I wave them ; and ſhall exerciſe your 
meditations only upon the following heads 


of doctrine, deducible from this part of 
the Moſaic hiſtory, 


Firſt, I ſhall diſtinguiſh between the uſe 


and deſign of APPAREL, and the abuſe of 
it, 


Secondly, I ſhall make ſome remarks 
upon the proteſtant manner of perverting 
the literal ſenſe of the ſcriptures, BY AL- 
LEGORIZING them out of their proper 
meaning and principal deſign. EO, 
| | Thirdly, 


A 
o 
of 
* 
„ 
* 
| 
: 
» 
= 
: 


þ 
1 
| 
; 
{ 
- 
1 
: 
F 


o * 
+ —_— — 
JH — a 


— ... 


=: + 
111 
N 
"Wn 
= 
0 
: 


: 

k 
+» ' 

ao 
Y - 

13 

. 

: 


0} 


Thirdly, With a view to ſupport the doc- 
trines of our holy religion, I ſhall ſhew 
you the neceſſity of an INFALLIBLE HEAD 
in the church to interpret the ſcriptures, 


in order to eſtabliſh our faith. 


Fourthly, That his HoLiness, and thoſe 
commiſſioned by him, have the soLE pow- 
ER OF THE KEYS, And, under this head, 
I ſhall endeavour to excuſe our Poets from 


covetouſneſs, with which they are charged 


by the Proteſtants; and, in oppoſition to 
that charge, I ſhall give you ſome inſtan- 
ces of their EXTENSIVE CHRISTIAN CHA= 
RITY, 


Fifthly, That KREEPINGd THE LAITY 
in IGNORANCE, is the only proper and ef- 
fectual method of preſerving the UNITY of 
the church. | 


Of theſe in their order. 


Firſt; I am to diſtinguiſh between the 
uſe and deſign of APPAREL, and the abuſe 
of it. | 


Cloathing was the badge of Apam's fin 
and ſhame; and, therefore, could never 
be defigned to make us vain and proud. 

Thoſe 


E 

Thoſe chriſtians, eſpecially, who are wil- 
ling to take upon themſelves a shARE of 
Apam's tranſgreſſion, ſhould be particular- 
ly humbled whenever they look upon their 


cloathing, and call to mind the occaſion of 
A 


Secondly, I would obſerve, that you, the 
inhabitants of the Hic6uLanDs or Scor- 
LAND, ought, in a peculiar manner, to be 
thankful to the providential care and goodneſs 
of GOD, who has, in a great meaſure, ex- 
empted you from all temptations to ſuch a 
degeneracy in apparel, as is become almoſt 
epidemical over all Europe, in the pride of 
what they call a faſhionable dreſs, in which 
the FxExcn, our good friends and allies, 
appear to me principally faulty; having 
made this your native country fo deſart and 
barren, that your hungry bellies expect 
more than you can well ſpare, to ſatisfy 
the demands of craving appetite ; which 
makes it leſs neceſſary to preach againſt 
gorgeous apparel here, than in richer and 


more fruitful countries. 


I readily own, that this mountainous, 
frozen and inhoſpitable climate of ours, 
as neceſſarily requires ſuch cloathing as 1s 
adapted to preſerve us from the cold, as 
moſt other parts of the habitable m_ 
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This ought only to be ſuch, as anſwers 


the true uſe, end, and deſign of apparel; 
but by no means ſuch, as tends only to 
gratify pride, and indulge our vanity: and, 
indeed, the ſterility of your ſoil, which 
you muſt either cultivate or ſtarve, may 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed, without any ar- 
guments of mine, ſufficient to reſtrain you 
from all indulgence of the ſinful gaieties of 
dreſs, tho' you are ſurrounded on every 
ide with the enſnaring examples of a cor- 
rupt, luxurious, degenerate, fooliſh, and 
vicious age, 


The true uſe and deſign of apparel is, 
either to defend us againſt the impreſſions 
of exceſſive beat in ſome parts of the world, 
and of exceſſive cold in others, or 70 hide 
the more uncomely parts of our bodies 
from common obſervance. 


In thoſe countries which are included 
within the polar circles, and in moſt parts 
of the temperate zones, apparel is uſeful 
for both theſe ends: but within the tor- 


rid zone, and thoſe parts of the world 


which border upon the tropics, the inhabi- 
tants have little or no occaſion for cloaths 
to keep them warm ; but only for a thin 


covering to hide their nakedneſs, and to 


ſkreen them from the extreme heat of the 
{un, 
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ſan. So that no medium can be ſettled in 
apparel, which will hold univerſally ; but 
every one is left at liberty to wear ſuch 
cloathing, for warmth and decency, as ſuits 
his own conſtitution, or the temperature 
of the climate where it hath pleaſed the 
DIVINE PROVIDENCE to place him. 


As I have treated thus far upon the 
uſe of apparel ; it may be expected, that 
I ſhould fay ſomething alſo of the decency 


And here, my beloved, I ſhall apply 
my | diſcourſe to your own preſent ' caſe. 
The PLA1D has, for almoſt numberleſs a- 
ges, been the faſhionable, uſeful, decent, 
and, one would have thought, inoffenſive 
dreſs of this your native country; and as it 


is a garment which your own country pro- 


duces, we might reaſonably imagine, that; ini 
true policy, it would have been continued, as 
it tends to the conſumption of our own' pro- 
duct and manufactory. If the Engliſh had ob- 


ſerved the ſame good œconomy and frugali- 


ty, and inſtead of the faſhionable cloathing 
imported from foreign nations at a vaſt ex- 
pence, had contented themſelves with wear- 
ing their own wool, which is much fitter for 
their climate, their own goods, which are 
now but a mere drug all the world over, 

muſt 
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muſt have born a much higher price; and 
by this ſingle article, of which their anceſ- 
tors were truly tenacious and careful, in- 
ſtead of a load of debt, which the ſubjects 
of that kingdom ſo heavily complain of, 
they might have been in a capacity to fur- 
niſh all the ſtates of Europe with what mo- 
ney they had occaſion to borrow; ſo fatal 
an effect has luxury had upon that nation 
However, as an act of parliament has made 
wearing your PLAIDS a teſt of diſloyalty, 
let me adviſe you, for the love of prudence, 
to throw them away. 


1 would further obſerve to you, that 
though the Engliſh ſchemes of economy 
i ſeem more than a little inconfiſtent with 


f the maxims of all other nations, who judge 
1 it altogether improvident to ſupply them- 
4 ſelves with ſuperfluities at a vaſt expence 4 
| from other countries, while they are plen- 2 
4 tifully furniſhed with the ſame or better by 4 


Vi the produce of their own; yet it muſt be 
Fi _ owned,' that in the above-mentioned act, 
9 they have manifeſted a long reach in poli- 
f tics: for weel they wiſt, that you were 
{IR bold daring lads; and that thofe coats and 
waiſtcoats, which you are now obliged to 
1 wear, would very much encumber your 
active hands and arms in the uſe of the 
{word and target; they ſaw it neceſſary to 
| in- 
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tranſgreſſion of our firſt parents. 


e 
incommode you for the combat as much as 
poſſible. But this was not all; for -their 
principal and ultimate view in that act, 
which enjoins you alſo to wear the breeches, 
was, that you might be deprived of the 
uſe of your nimble feet, and be reduted to 
the flow pace of the waddling Dutchman: 
and, let me tell you, if ever you engage 
them again, you will not be in the fame 
capacity of ſaving yourſelves by your heels, 
as you was at the battle of CULLoDEN ; but 
your caſe will be much the ſame with that 
of the ſoldiers of the Roman General, when 
he made a deſcent upon Britain ; for as ſoon 
as his men were landed, he burnt all the 
ſhipping which brought them over, inti- 
mating to them, that “they muſt either 
* CONQUER OR DIE”. So that, how lit- 
tle ſoever you may ſuſpe& it, DEATH Hes 


lurking in your BREECHES. 


. 70 þ 
* 


But it is now time to take notice of, the 
doctrines which fome deduce from. this 
part of the Moſaic hiſtory, reſpecting the 
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In this hiſtory they lay the foundation of 
original fin; and poſitively aſſure us, that 
the CREATOR and Apam made a plain bar- 
7 that if Ap A obſerved a certain pro- 

ibition ſtipulated between them, both he 
* | and 
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and all his deſcendants ſhould be for ever 
happy; but, if he happened to tranſgreſs, 
he and his whole offspring ſhould be dam- 
ned eternally ; and that all this was tranſ- 
acted, while all mankind, A DA M and 
Eve excepted, lay dormant in a ſtate of 
non-exiſtence : ſo that ADAM was the fe- 
deral head of all his deſcendants, in a mo- 
ral action of everlaſting import and con- 
cernment, not only to himſelf, but to 
every individual of his whole poſterity.” If 
this is the true ſtate of the caſe, ADAM as 
being newly created, and altogether a ſtran- 
ger to the nature of contracts and covenants, 
ſtood in need of a Britiſb lawyer, to jog him 
by the elbow, as a caution what to admit and 
what to reject. But how the advocates of 
this doctrine will make out a mutual cove- 
nant, I know not; except they will ſay, 
that the edicts of an abſolute monarch are a 
covenant between him and his ſubjects : the 
edit commands obedience; and ſo did 
GOD's prohibition to Apam ; but this is 
far from the nature of a covenant, and 
{till farther of a covenant including ApaM's 
unborn poſterity. As it was an injunction 
or prohibition, all the parties concerned in 
the effect of it, muſt be ſuppoſed to be in 
a Capacity to obey or diſobey ; but as all 
the deſcendants of Apam were excluded 
paradiſe, it was wholly impoſſible that 
| ICE they 


(2 1 
they could tranſgreſs againſt the prohibition, 
and, conſequently, that they could be ſubject 
to the conſequences of tranſgreſſion as a 
puniſhment. But further: when Apam 
and Eve tranſgreſſed, the reſt of mankind 
were yet unborn ; and both their ſouls and 


bodies in a ſtate of non-exiſtence. Is it then 


ſuppoſable, if Apam begot their bo- 
dies, that a being, who, on all occaſions, 
delights to proclaim himſelf gracious mer- 
ciful and good; and who as yet had the 
ſoulsof allApam's poſterity in his own hand, 
which, when they were created; were pure 
holy and undepraved; I ſay, is it once ſup- 
poſable, that he would inſtil into their na- 
tures, a diſpoſition to rebel againſt his laws 
and government; that h, who is all grace 
mercy love and goodneſs, ſhould have fo 
malevolentadegree of diſliketo beings which 
he had juſt formed, as to depravetheir affec- 
tions, and, as his own act, make them ene- 
mies to himſelf by nature and by birthright; 
and condemn them in the womb, the mo- 
ment they had animated thoſe bodies to 
which he himſelf had conſigned them ? 


But though the doctrine of Apam's being 
a federal head, cannot be extended to af- 
fect the ſouls of his poſterity, becauſe their 
ſouls ſtood in no manner of relation to him ; 
yet it is not uncommon with the advocates 
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of original fin, who are reſolved to have 4 
ſhare of it at any rate, to vere about, and tell 


us, that Apam's tranſgreſſion is imputed to 


us by an arbitrary act of ſovereign power, 


even by GOD himſelf; who imputes to every 
human creature ADaM and Eve's particu- 
lar fin of eating the forbidden fruit; that is, 
the righteous and juſt GOD imputes the 
action of one diſtin& 'man who was guilty, 
to another diſtinct man who was inno- 
cent ; nay, who was ſo far from all appear- 
ance of guilt, that he was quite out of the 
reach of all ſuſpicion, or even poſſibility, of 
being either principal or acceſſary in the 
whole tranſaction. By this doctrine, the 
great GOD is diveſted of thoſe endearing 
attributes, which alone can repreſent him to 
our imaginations, as the proper object of fili- 
al dependance and rational worſhip; and is 
made a greater monſter of cruelty, injuſtice 
and tyranny, than even Nero or Caligula ; 
of whom I do not remember to have read, 


that they condemned any man before he 
was born. 


The advocates of the doctrine of original 
ſin endeavour to ſupport their ſcheme upon 
two diſtinct principles, the one very far 
remote from the other: for if all man- 
kind are involved in the guilt of ADAM's 
tranſgreſſion by ordinary generation, there 

cannot 


— — 


890 


cannot be the leaſt occaſion for the impu- 
tation of it, by an act of ſovereign pow- 
er in the DEITY: and as they ſometimes 
fix. it upon the one, and ſometimes up- 
on the other, juſt as they are purſued 
by ſuch arguments as force them to 
ſhift the ſcene, they give us an apt re- 
preſentation of a man, who having got a 
megrim in his head, and loſt the center of 
gravity, catches at every thing within his 
reach, and, in an inſtant, whirls him- 
ſelf round to all the points of the compaſs 
before he falls. 


From what has been ſaid we may ob- 
ſerve, that when men have wilfully caſt 
off all regards to the direction of an 1Nn- 
FALLIBLE HEAD, they generally ſuffer 
themſelves to be governed by ſuch giddy 
imaginations, as are diſhonourable to GOD, 
and a diſgrace to religion, and even to hu- 
man nature : Which leads me to the next 


general head which I propoſed to ſpeak to, 
namely, 


Secondly, To ſet forth the wickedneſs 
of the Proteſtants, in perverting the literal 
ſenſe of the ſcriptures, in this and ſeveral 
other inſtances, by allegorizing them out 
of their only proper meaning and principal 
deſign. 
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In the 17th verſe of the ſecond chapter, 
GOD exprefly prohibited Apam to eat 
of the tree of knowledge of good and evil; 
and told him what would be the conſe- 
quence if he preſumed to tranſgreſs. 


It may admit of fome doubt, whether 
Ap Au underſtood what death meant; for 
as he found himſelf healthy and vigorous, 
and was unacquainted with ſickneſs, or a- 
ny bodily diſorder, he might readily ima- 
gine, that his compound nature was made 
for eternal duration, and, conſequently, 
was fearleſs of a diſſolution: but GOD 
kindly informed him, that the natural ef- 
fect of his eating the fruit of the forbidden 
tree would be the diffolving the union of 
his ſoul and body. 


Here, we may obſerve, that numbers of 
Proteſtants take this firſt opportunity which 


is offered them, of perverting the ſcripture, 


and fixing an allegorical meaning upon it, 
This was the principal engine of the Devil's 
malice: by perverting the prohibition which 
GOD had given our firſt parents, he delu- 


_ ded them out of the happy eſtate in which 


they were placed. As when GOD had 
told Apam, that death would be the conſe- 
quence of eating the farvidden fruit; the 

Devil 


* 
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Devil told Eve, that they ſhould not ſurely 
die when they did eat: ſo, when Moss 
tells us, that Apam, in conſequence of 


what GOD had foretold him, by eating the 


forbidden fruit, became mortal, which, it 


may be ſtrongly preſumed, he was not be- 
fore; many Proteſtants, from the ſame ſto- 
ry of Mosss, aſſure us, that the temporal 
death which GOD had informed Apam 
would fall upon him by eating the forbid- 
den fruit, included in it alſo ſpiritual and 
eternal death; and this not confined to A- 
DAM and Eve alone, but extended to the 
whole race of mankind, ta the end of the 
world. And all this they pretend to prove 
from the declaration that ApAM made; 
<« I was afraid, and I hid myſelf becauſe 
J was naked”, P6110 1 


Now, whom can we truſt, if we refuſe to 
give credit to ADAM in his own caſe? for 
he only knew the cauſe of his fear; and he 
honeſtly declares, it was occaſioned merely 
by his being naked: and be hid himſelf, as 
we may rationally! ſuppoſe, becauſe he 
thought it unbecoming to appear withaut 
a covering before his MAKER. 


But what a fruitful invention is here! 
what enthuſiaſtic, religious frenzy, has 
ſeized. the Proteſtant ! to deduce from this 

| C3 part 
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part of Mosss's hiſtory, a depravity of 
ſoul, yea ſpiritual and eternal death upon 
all the deſcendants of Adam, upon no o- 
ther foundation, but, that our old father 
diſcovered that he was OWE, and, 0 that 
reaſon, hid himſelf. AJ into | 
| wy 

And yet there are Aileen among the 
Proteſtants, who, by a far-fetched allegory, 
involve all mankind in ſin and guilt; and 
ſubject them, by nature, to ſpiritual and 
eternal death: for a ptincipal proof of 
which, they refer us to-this account which 
Moszs has given of ADAMS nakedneſs. 
They boldly denounce a ſentence of con- 
demnation upon all mankind; and aſſert, 
that they are not only doomed to ſtruggle 
with a diſordered conſtitution of body, pain, 
and ſickneſs, the preludes of a temporal 
death; but that the faculties of the ſoul 
are 1 piritually dead by nature, and both | 
ſoul and body ſubjected: to everlaſting mi- 
ſery in the life to come. So that 
have multiplied that femporal death which 
ADAM. brought upon himſelf and all his 

potterity, into THREE diſtinct deaths; and 
ts two laſt infinitely more ſhocking to hu- 
man nature than the firſt: and theſe two 
Jaſt they pretend to prove evidently from 
this part of the Moſaic hiſtory, though it 
ſays not one Us of either of them. But 

| here, 
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here, methinks, a proper enquiry might 
be made, what regard they pay to that 
ſtrict injunction which GOD has given us 
with relation to his word, © Thou ſhalt not 
« add thereto, or diminiſh ought from it“; 
which text it ſtands them in hand ſeriouſly 
to conſider, 1 


But, notwithſtanding the dreadful ana- 
themas which men of Dole principles thun- 
der out againſt AbaN and Eve, and all 
their unborn and innocent poſterity; yet we 
may obſerve the. 6Raci0us GOD himſelf 
takes a quite different meaſure with them, 
to that which the, Proteſtants would infer 
from this hiſtory :- he does not ſo much as 
upbraid them with their late diſobedience 
but manifeſts his providential care and pa- 
ternal. love, in providing for their comforta- 
ble accommodation in a more boiſterous, 
climate, which, for the future, they were 
to inhabit ; , for * unto Aram and to his 
« wife did the LORD GOD make coats | 
Fe of ſkins, and: cloathed them“. 


" Nay. his divine favour to them is ſtill fur- 
ther evident, in his turning them out of the 
garden wherein he had placed them, leſt, 
by taking of the tree of life, they might 
perpetuate to themſelves that miſerable life 
of ſickneſs and ſorrow, to which they were 
C 4 become 
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become ſubject by eating the fruit of the 
forbidden tree, | 1 


We may alſo further obſerve, that in 
all the account which Moss gives us of 
ApAu's tranſgreſſion, there is not the leaſt 
hint that it any way affected the ſpiritual 
ſtate and condition of his deſcendants; ei- 
ther that they loſt the image of GOD; or 
that they were to be born ſinners; or that 
they were at enmity with GOD, and un- 
der his wrath and curſe; or that they were 
by nature heirs of hell, and, by Ap AM's 
act, conſigned to ſpiritual and eternal death: 
in ſhort, there is not one word of GOD's 
diſpleaſure againſt Apam's unborn poſte- 
rity, A ones TIAL 


Ts it not ſurprizing then, that the advo- 
cates of original fin ſhould pretend to lay 
any ſtreſs upon this part of the Moſaic hiſ- 
tory, to prove their doctrine; which only 
informs us, that the very reaſon why Apam 
hid bimſelf was, becauſe be wes naked? 
which, trom the whole circumſtance of the 
ſtory, ought to be underſtood in the literal 
ſenſe; and to allegorize upon it, as if it 
9 contained ſome myſtical meaning, is to de- 
ſtroy the import and intention of it, and 
1] . | ne, evidently 
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evidently tends to confound the Moſaic 
hiſtory. 


For I would aſk, Is there the leaſt Foun- 
dation, either in the hiſtory itſelf, or in 
reaſon, once to ſuppoſe, that the cloſeſt 
covering could hide the tranſgreſhon of A- 
DAM and Eve from the inſpection and diſ- 


covery of the DeriTy ? Or that coats made 


of the ſkins of beaſts ſhould reſtore them 
to the image of GOD, ſuppoſed to be loſt? 
Or that they ſhould be an antidote againſt 


the depravity of nature ; or a medicine or 


preſervative againſt ſickneſs and corporeal 
diſorders, which were entailed upon ADAM 


and all his poſterity, by his eating the for- 


bidden fruit? Or that they ſhould reſtore 


their corrupted bodies to their priſtine 


ſoundneſs, vigour, and duration ? Or' that 
they ſhould be an exemption from ſpiritual 
ud: eternal death? But as no ſuch effects 
were to be expected from apparel made of the 


{ſkins of beaſts, the whole intention of this 


part of Moses's hiſtory can intimate no 
more to us, but that the deſign of the CxxA- 
ToR in cloathing our firſt parents was to 
cover the indecency of nakedneſs; to ſhel- 
ter their bodies from the inclemencies of 


different ſeaſons; and, to-convince them, 
that, notwithſtanding their tranſgreſſion, 


he had not yet abandoned them, but that 
they 


; 
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they and their poſterity were ſtill the ob- 
jects of his paternal love and providential 
care, But 1 e 


Thirdly, with a view to et the 
doctrines of our holy religion, to ſhew you 
the neceſſity of an INFALLIBLE HEAD in 


the church to interpret the ſcripture, in or- 
der to eſtabliſh our faith. 


In all Proteſtant countries, where the 
People are ſuftered to judge for themſelves, 
in matters of conſcience, faith, and ever- 
laſting ſalvation, there are almoſt as many 
religious opinions ag people; and, this con- 
fuſed . anarchy an; religion produces num- 
berleſs ſects, parties and diviſions, from 
which the Church of Rome is intirely free. 
One believes this article to be truth, ano- 
ther the contrary; one thinks the ſcripture 
ought to be literally obſerved;, and bows 
at the name of Jeſus; another. calls the, 
paſlage an allegory, and ſtands bolt upright ;: 
with reſpect to which, and many other 
trifling particulars, they are involved in 
ele diſputes and — to the ut- 
ter extinction of that chriſtian love which 
our Saviour has made the peculiar evidence 
of being his diſciples. And this is plainly, 
owing to their departure from the Catho- 
len Church ; within whoſe juriſdiction, : 

where 
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where church diſcipline is ſeverely put in 

execution, no allegorical expoſitions of 
ſcripture are admitted, which are not ex- 

actly conſonant to the decretals of his Ho- 

LIN Ess, our Infallible Head. This is the 

caſe both in Spain and Portugal; where, 
neither prince nor nobles dare make any 
doubting enquiries into the doctrines of 
Holy Church, tho delivered by the meaneſt 
Monk, or Mendicant Friar ; which they 
muſt not only tacitly acquieſce in, but fitm- 
ly believe for ſacred truth; otherwiſe,” the 
holy; Fathers of the InQu1s1T10Nn. apply a 
few: uholſome ſewerities, to reſolve, their 
doubts, and infuſe proper principles into 
their minds, by ſuch perſuaſive arguments 
of torture, as are no where elſe to be met 

with on this ſide the grave. I call them 

wholſome ſeverities, becauſe, by long expe- 
rience, they are found to be the moſt! ef- 
fectual preſcription to ſtill the fluctuations of 
a doubting conſcience, of any that ever was 


introduced into the Church of Chriſt. 


1 think all parties and ſects of Proteſtants 
hold, entertain, embrace, believe, require 
or injoin ſome tenets of Popery in doctrine, 
diſcipline, or worſhip: but as every man 
who holds ſome tenets of Popery, is not a 
Papiſt, nor conſequently within the pale of 
our Church 5 it may be neceſſary here to 
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make it more plain, what a man muſt 
hold, believe, be and do, to entitle him to 
the character of a frue Catholick: 


Every true Catholick muſt hold, and have 

a full perſuaſion, and firm belief, that his 
Hol IN Ess is, in a courſe of uninterrupted 
ſucceſſion, and lineal deſcent from Jzsvus 
CuRIsT, by the impoſition of the hands of 
the holy apoſtle Saint PETER upon his firſt 
predeceſſor, fully, properly, and abſolutely 
conſtituted the ſole head of the Church, 
and Vicar-General of Ixsus CHRIS H upon 
Earth; and that all authoritative commi- 
ſſions to officiate or diſcharge eccleſiaſtical 
functions of what kind or degree ſoever, are 
derived from him alone; and that none but 
thoſe, who are firmly perſuaded of the 
truth of this firſt grand principle, can or 
ought to come under the denomination of 
true Catholicks, © 


Every true Catholick muſt alſo be firmly 
perſuaded, and make an open and full 
profeſſion, that this head of the Church is, 
and all and every of his predeceſſors, at all 
times, and in all caſes, have been equally in- 


fallible with Cur1sT himſelf, 


The Proteſtant, I know, will imperti- 
nently aſk, what creature has the DEITY 
| made 
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[ made, that is capable of divine perfection? 

if a creature can reſemble him in one per- 

| fection, why not in all? and why does 
not his HoLinzss aſſume omnipotence, as 
well as infallibility? If his HoLIxESss is ex- 
empted from error, why has he his fins 
forgiven once in fix weeks, by one of his 

domeſtick chaplains, who is well paid for 
this piece of ſecret ſervice? Why in all 
matters eccleſiaſtical is the proceſs carried 
on by examination, enquiry, and evidence, in 
the ſame manner, as in other courts of Hu- 
man judicature, where there is no pre- 
tence to infallibility ? can the Hol SPIRIT 
ſtand in need of ſuch information ? Why, 
in difficult caſes, do Popes call conſiſtories 
and ſynods to their aid? Why is the deter- 
mination of the queſtion deferred from year 
to year ? and why, when it is at length in- 
fallibly determined, does the ſucceeding 
PoE decree that determination to be 
wrong, and lay ſome purgatorial curſe upon 
his predeceſſor for leading the Church into 
error? 


Such are the doubts and difficulties | 
which the Devil frequently ſuggeſts to the | 
minds of true believers, to tempt them 
from their allegiance to the Church : and 
the Proteſtant, having begged the queſtion 
reſpecting the right of private judgment, 

artfully 


1 
artfully throws out ſuch queſtions as I have 
now repeated, to give ſome colour to his 
diſſent; not conſcious that, being reprobate 
; and abandoned to error, he 1s plunging his 
| oven loſt ſoul further and further into the 


abyſs of hell. But, my beloved, © ws have 
re not ſo learned ChRIST :“ The ixfalli- 
bility of our Ports, and the power of 
tranſubPantiation, are the bulwarks of that 
faith on which alone ſalvation depends. 


racles of our prieſthood : but till they can 
| ſhew among their own clergy an inſtance 
| of miraculous power, equal to that of con- 
j verting not only one ſpecies of matter into 
| another, but mere matter into a Gop, their 
doctrines will never obtain an equal reputa- 
N tion in the world with thoſe of the church 
| of Rome. Let them boaſt ever ſo long of 
| their ſaving faith, I challenge them all to 
| roduce ſuch an inſtance of faith, as the 
| belief of tranſubſtantiation, They ſay, that 
the doctrine is ſhocking to ſenſe and reaſon; 
but in believing again/t ſenſe and reaſon, 
conſiſts the principal excellence and merit of 
faith ; this renders it truly ſaint- like, glo- 
rious, and triumphant ; this conſtitutes that 
faith that overcometh the world, 


| | 
| Proteſtants affect to undervalue the mi- 
| 
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I own; to a mind that. has not truly re- 
ceived the light of Revelation through the 
medium. of church-authority, it may ſeem 
incredible, that every little prieſt ſhouid be 
impowered and qualified to make his God; 
that ſalvation ſhould be promoted by eat- 
ing his fleſh ; that a created being of yeſ- 
terday ſhould create the uncreated ; that a 
weak mortal ſhould be able to convey, in- 
to a piece of bread, eternity and omnipoten- 

: but a true believer can filence all ſuch 
fooliſh objections with the words of our 
SAviouk himſelf, THIS is MY BoDY; which 
our Infallible Head will by no means ſuffer 
to be perverted from the literal ſenſe by 
whimſical allegories. And therefore, after 
the prieſt has pronounced the words of con- 
ſecration upon the wafer, all the time you 
have it in your mouths, you are to believe, 
with the faith of aflurance, that you are 
eating fleſh, upon pain of damnation ; for 
he that doubts, is damned if be eat, if any 
credit can be given to the ſcripture. Our 
holy Popes having judiciouſly obſerved,that 
the belief of this doctrine was extreme- 
ly difficult, and yet abſolutely neceſſary, 
have all piouſly concurred in the ſame ar- 
gument to enforce it; and that is to burn e- 
very man who makes any ſcruple of it. 


But 
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But I come now, fourthly, To ſhew you; 
that his BoLINESS, and thofe commiſſioned 
by him, have the ſole power of the keys, 
And, under this head, I ſhall endeavour to 
excuſe our Poets from covetouſneſs, with 
which they are charged by the Proteſtants; 
and, in oppoſition to that charge, give you 
ſome inſtances of their extenfive chriſtian 
charity. 


There is, I think, no branch of the 
whole commiſſion of the clergy of the Ro- 
miſh communion, more full and emphati- 
cal than this, that“ an abſolute wy irre- 
% verſible grant is made over tv the Pop, 
* and thoſe eccleſiaſticks who derive their 
* ordination from him, 0 pardon fin”. 
John xx. 23. Whoſoever fins ye remit, 
« they are remitted unto them; and who- 
* ſoever fins you retain, they are retained”. 
Mark well the emphaſis, wnosoeveR! ſo 
that you ſee our power is evidently unlimited. 


Of all the doctrines of our holy religion, 


this has been the moſt mutually advanta- 
geous to the church, and comfortable to be- 


lievers: for what dying chriſtian is there who 
is conſcious of unrepented guilt, and enjoys 
his underſtanding, but, when he ſees death 


approaching, would freely part with all he 
has 
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has in the world to have his fins forgiven, 
and to be infallibly aſſured of a happy im- 
mortality ? 


Auricular confeſſion is preparatory to ab- 
ſolution; for no man can expect to have his 
ſins forgiven, till he makes an acknow- 
ledgment and diſcovery of them. By this 
ſingle article his HoLiness might enjoy a 
revenue equal to the greateſt prince in Eu- 
rope; but ſuch is his generous and chriſtian 


charity, that, inſtead of filling his coffers 


by his pardons and indulgences, he ſells 
them in the groſs, for all kinds and degrees 


of fin, at one paund five ſhillings a hundred, 
to the inferior clergy, whom he ſuffers to 
retail them at a vaſt profit to themſelves, 
provided they act with prudence ; fo that 
from a lady of four or five thouſand 
a year, who has played a lippery trick, 


and being upon the point of marriage, is 


ſollicitous to conceal her diſhonour, the or- 
dinary fee to an eccigſiaſtic, who may be 
depended upon for ſecrecy, is four or five 
hundred piſloles for that abſolution which her 
chambermaid purchaſes for à graat: On 
the other hand, when a gentleman of large 
fortune is going to be married to one of 
theſe /adies, he generally makes his appli- 
cation to her confeſſor, to inform himſelf 
of her private W 75h which is not » 
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be known, but at a great price. Thus, 
through the dr/intereftedneſs of his HoLINEss, 
every clergyman, who, as he is not at li- 
berty to marry, has no family to maintain, 
way ſupport himſelf and a pretty female 
houſe-keeper, in a gentleman-like manner. 


The Proteſtant Laity refuſe to accept par- 
dons at the hands of their eccleſiaſtics, be- 
cauſe they look upon them to be equally 

fallible with themſelves: and though the 
| form of pardon in the church of England, 
f runs in as extenſive terms as our own, viz. 
4 „ By the authority of CHRIS committed 
| « to ME, I abſolve thee from ALL .THY 
e $INS, in the name of the Father, and of 
ce the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, Amen”; 
yet, for want of an infallible head amongſt 


| them, their pardons are become a mere 

= drug ; nay, the people do not only deny to j 
1 pay for them, but, at preſent, ſuch is the < 
j height of their impiety, they refuſe to 7 
| take them as a gift, except thoſe few of % 
| them who are ſecret friends to our cauſe. 4 


The. Proteſtants flatter themſelves, that 
1 they have found one great flaw in this part 
1 of our catholic diſcipline. They ſay, that 
| though we pardon the thief . the gal- 
'x lows, and give the debauchee, reeking hot 
from the ſtews, a paſſport, and letters of 


ſafe 


N 


1 


ſafe conduct for heaven; yet we cannot . 


convey into the minds of thoſe pardoned 
malefactors, ſuch tempers and holy diſpoſi- 
tions as are neceſſary to prepare them for 
the heavenly ſtate, and the ſociety of its 
bleſſed inhabitants. But here the Proteſ- 
tant triumphs without a victory : we do not 
pretend, that the pardon we beſtow upon 
ſinners prepares them for heaven; for every 
man is, by the doctrine of our church, 70 
paſs through purgatory in his way to heaven, 
and there he is to acquire thoſe holy diſpo- 
ſitions which muſt prepare him for a per- 
fect ſtate, But we ſay, that the ſinner can 
never be delivered out of the torments of 
purgatory, but by a certain number of pray- 
ers and dirges, which, if he is willing to 
purchaſe them, we will not fail to offer up 
to ALMIGHTY GOD for favour to his 
precious ſoul, and its final redemption. And 
to encourage his further benevolence, we 
give him the ſtrongeſt aſſurances, in the 
name of the VIRGIN Maxy, of his Hor 1- 
NESS, of JEsUs CHRIST, of PETER, PauL, 


and all the canonized Saints in the calendar, 


that we will pray him out of purgatory in 
ſo many days, months or years, as bear an 
exact proportion to the price he has paid 
for it, be it little or much. The Proteſ- 
tant is ſo unnaturally wicked, that rather 
than give a ſhilling to a prieſt, to pray a 

D 2 father 
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father or mother, a wife or child, out of pur- 
gatory, will ſuffer them to lie there for e- 
ver; ſo that purgatory muſt unavoidably be 
to all Proteſtants @ perpetual hell: whereas, 
on the contrary, every man, who dies in 
the fincere profeſſion of the catholic faith, 
may comfortably aſſure himſelf, that ſoon- 
er or later, according to the number of 
maſſes and prayers, offered up to GOD for 
the redemption of his ſoul, by our pious ec- 
cleſiaſtics, he ſhall be delivered from the 
purgatorial fire, come forth a proper ob- 
ject of the divine favour, and be admitted 
into the beatifical preſence for ever and 
ever. 


But, to demonſtrate, that his HoLIxRSSC 
is far from covetouſneſs, we need only 
conſult the table of ſettled fees, which he 
reſerves to himſelf as the patrimony of 
St, PETER. 


£5 4::-: 


For ſacrilege by a layman - © 10 6 


For ſacrilege by a prieſt, if he 
detains it = - =- - o 10 6 


For him who reveals confeſſion o 10 6 


For him who lieth with a wo- 
man in thechurch = - o 9g o 


For 


8 


1 
For wilful perjury by a prieſt G. 5. 


or layman = —— OA 


O 
For a layman guilty of ſimony o 9g © 
6 


For a prieſt guilty of ſimony 


For a layman murdering a 
layman - - = = 


For him that killeth his father, 


mother, wife or ſiſter 


But if the party killed be a 
prieſt, or other eccleſiaſtick, 
a lady-abbeſs, prioreſs, &c. 
the murderer is to go to 
Rome to compound = = 


For the huſband, or wife, who 
in the morning finds their 
infant dead in bed - = 


For a woman who by medicinal 
drink deſtroys the child in 
her womb A Mr ei 


For a layman, or clergyman, 
that keeps a concubine - 


For him who hath defiled a 


virgin — — — 


For him who lieth with kl 


mother, ſiſter, grandmother, 
or kinſwoman - +» 


Ve Ns 


O 


O 


O 


10 


7 0 


-'0. 7 


For 
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For a robbery, or ſetting fire to G. s. d. 

a houſe - - - 0 12 © 
For forging letters teſtimonial o 10 6 
For forging letters of privilege 1 4 © 


For forging the Pope's hand, 
or letters apoſtolical - - 7 7 o 


For him who gets a benefice 
by a feigned title, and a falſe 
oath to bind it „ „ 2-0-0 


The moderation of all theſe fees, for 
pardoning ſuch enormous criminals, and 
reſtoring them to the favour of GOD and 
the communion of the church, is a ſufficient 
evidence, that the imputation of his Ho- 


LINESS's covetouſneſs, is without foundation, 


yea, wicked, detracting, and malicious. 


I ſhall but juſt mention an inſtance or 
two more of the Pore's extenſive charity, 
and then conclude this head. 


That CnarITY is the diſtinguiſhing 
badge of chriſtians, our SAv1ouR has made 
indiſputable: and that charity to the ſouls 
of men, is ſuperior to charity to their Sodies, 
I perſuade myſelf will not be denied. And 
tho' our Pops have often confiſcated the 
eſtates of heretics, by which epulent mo” 

ies 


1 300 


lies have been reduced to beggary; yet, 
notwithſtanding this ſeeming ſeverity, they 
have always manifeſted a peculiar and pa- 
ternal regard for the ſalvation of the ſoul, as 
long as there was the leaſt hope of refor- 
mation. An eminent inſtance of his pious 
care for the ſoul, is recorded in the caſe of 
Doctor CRANMER, archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, in the reign of king Philip and queen 
Mary. The Doctor, when his HoL1iness 
perceived, that he favoured the reforma- 
tion, was, by an expreſs order from Rome, 
degraded from the dignity of his function, 
deprived of his primacy, and committed to 
the tower. During his confinement every 
kind endeavour was uſed to procure a re- 
cantation of his errors; and after man 
ſtruggles, he, at laſt, ſigned a paper, which 
contained a denial of his former principles: 
when the Poet had gained that point, out 
of his unbounded love to the Doctor's ſoul, 
he commanded the queen inſtantly to burn 
him, while he was in a good mind ; but that 
her majeſty ſhould by all means -take care 
to keep this injunction an intire ſecret from 
the Doctor, till the moment he was led to 
the ſtake, leſt he might have time to re- 
cant his recantation, and, by returning to 
his former hereſy, damn his ſoul to all 
eternity. 


The 
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The holy fathers of the Inquis1T1oN 
alſo, in conformity to his HoLINEss's ex- 
ample, take the ſame pious ſteps : for 
when by racks, and other inſtruments of 
conviction, they have brought a heretic to 
renounce his errors, they ſend him directly 
to heaven, leſt he ſhould apoſtatize from 
the faith, return again to his hereſy, and 


loſe his foul. This is the cafe of all who 


come before that holy court ; except young 


and beautiful women, for whoſe deli- 
cate frames the pure and venerable fa- 
thers have great tenderneſs; and, there- 
fore, keep them from the rack and the 
ſtake, as long as their youth and beauty. laſt. 
The miſtaken Proteſtants, however, en- 
deavour to pervert theſe pious and charita- 
ble deſigns of the Pops and his clergy, for 


ſaving the ſouls of miſguided heretics ; cal- 


ling their paternal acts of chriſtian love and 
compaſſion, the moſt Helliſb barbarity, the 
moſt znhuman cruelty, and the moſt ſavage and 
brutal luſt. I come now in the laſt place, 


Fifthly, To ſhew, that keeping the laity 
in ignorance is the only proper and effec- 
tual method of preſerving the unity of the 
church. 


For 
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For the truth of this principle, we need. 
only refer to rad and experience. If We 
examine the eccleſiaſtical hiſtory of every 
proteſtant nation, we ſhall find, that all 
bereſy and: ſebiſn, all Halt. diſputes, and 

diviſions, ariſe ſolel ly from permitting. the, 
ignorant unenlightened laity to. read 
BIBLE in the mather-tongue, and tg, warp- , 
a right of judging for themſelves in, the , 
important and myſterious affairs of religion: 
And if we look back upon the ſtate of our 
own church ſince its firſt maturity, we 
muſt own, that it would have been impoſ- 
fible to preſerve that order, peace, and 
harmony, that unity of doctrine, diſcipline, 
and worſhip, with which ſhe has been bleſt 
for ſo many years, if the key of knowledge 
had not been ſecurely placed in the hands 
of thoſe only, who, by the appointment 
of his HoLIx Ess, are qualified to make an 
advantageous uſe of it. | 


Upon the whole, my Beloved, it is no 
leſs your intereſt than it is your duty, to be- 
lieve, that the power of tranſulſtantiation and 
the pardon of fin, are really lodged in the 
preeſihood ; that by their learning and pene- 
tration, or by ſome ſupernatural light, they 
have diſcovered the purgatorial flames ; and 
that for whom they pleaſe they can gain 
admiſſion into heaven, by virtue of their 

E inte- 
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intereſt with the porter, who will ſhut out 


every one that does not produce their let- 
ters recommendation. Whatever is preach- 


ed by theſe holy profeſſors, ought to be re- 
ceived by you as indiſputable truth; your 


Faith, your 2 your religion, and the ſalua- 


tion of your ſouls, depend upon their divine 
inſtruction : you are, therefore, to con- 


fider them, not as men, but as ANGELS, ſent 


by GOD to conduct you to heaven, 
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